Central Texas Climbing Committee

Elections for Board Members for 2006-2008

Biographical Sketches of CTCC Nominees:

The following list of nominees is arranged alphabetically along with a biographical sketch that the nominees provided about themselves.

Candidate: Jason Bossom

Houston, TX

Organization Representing: Texas Mountain Raiders

I have been climbing since 1997. I got involved here in Houston and joined the local club. My climbing has been mostly in Texas at the traditional places (e-rock, Austin, etc.). Lately I've been climbing at different locations around the Texas area, including Georgetown, Mineral Wells, and into Oklahoma. I am scheduled to climb Mount Shasta in California this coming June.

I'm have been a probation officer for over 20 years, and also teach a class for DWI offenders (there's nothing better than a beer or two after climbing, but all within moderation). I have been Vice President of Texas Mountain Raiders for 6 years, and have actively recruited people from the local gyms to become more involved with climbing and the climbing community. My goals are to have more Houstonians climb and join the statewide climbing community, support CTCC in developing and maintaining routes and locations, and to continue to foster the special relationships between the climbing community and the state parks.
Candidate: David Cain

San Antonio, TX

Organization Representing: Alamo City Climbing Club 

David T. Cain was born and raised in West Virginia but has lived in San Antonio, Texas since 1979. He started out mountaineering in the 1970's but grew to love rock climbing after moving to Texas, climbing primarily at Enchanted Rock. Mountaineering is still a passion of his and he still enjoys climbing classic routes in Colorado, Wyoming, Canada, and the North Cascades. He also loves hiking and camping and is an avid mountain biker. David has been a member of San Antonio's Alamo City Climbing Club for over 12 years during which time he has held a number of offices, including Program Director, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor and three terms as President. He has served on the Central Texas Climbing Committee for five (2 year) terms including one term as Chairman. He has worked as an organizer of Enchanted Rock's Granite Gripper Climbing Competition since it began 13 years ago and has been Director or Co-Director for 6 of those years. He received a Bachelor's Decree in Arts from the West Virginia University and a Doctorate of Jurisprudence from Saint Mary's University. He holds a law license in both Texas and Washington states and currently practices law at his firm in San Antonio where he currently lives with his wife and daughter.

Candidate: Corey Fields

Austin, TX

Organization Representing: Central Texas Mountaineers

I first visited ERSNA in 1997 and have since been a frequent visitor.  I currently live in Austin, TX and will receive my Associates in Science from ACC next year. I have been climbing throughout the US for the past twelve years. I am an active member of CTM and volunteer for the FOER trail project.

I would like to volunteer my time to the CTCC to help guide TPWD in insuring that all hardware in the park is maintained for safety without compromising the natural beauty and aesthetics of the park.

Candidate: Jimmy Ray Forester

Region Representing: North Texas, Dallas-Ft. Worth Metroplex

Organization Representing: Texas Mountaineers

Hi, I’m running for the Central Texas Climbing Committee (CTCC) to represent local climbers that support responsible climbing practices; I’d be honored to receive your vote. If I can answer any questions or concerns about my qualifications, or motivations, please don’t hesitate to contact me: cell: 972-965-1328, but here’s a high-level “splash down”:

Field: Highly motivated and passionate climber of 16 years:

* Well-informed & well-versed on historical climber related issues, such as stylistic & ethical approaches to climbing, personal safety, etc.

* Extensive experience gained in all styles (i.e., specializations), and most types (i.e., granite, limestone, sandstone, etc.) of rock climbing, ranging from Big Wall (e.g., 9 ascents & counting of El Cap, etc.) to gym climbing (e.g., routinely twice a week).

* Well traveled to climbing destinations in the United States & Mexico.  Systematic regional climber.  Been active at E-Rock since 1989.

* 100+ first ascents, involving most styles & most rock types, in Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, & Mexico.

Office: Highly motivated, accessible, and passionate climbing advocate of 10 years:
*  Well-informed & well-versed on historical climbing-access related issues, such as environmental impacts, legal liability, fixed anchors, Congressionally Designated Wilderness, social impacts, etc.

* Have worked on climbing access issues & with land managers/owners, to some extent, at all levels of government (federal, state, & municipal), as well as the private sector.

* Extensive experience gained at the Federal (Fish & Wildlife Service), and private sector levels, including:

  - Acted as consultant in advisory roles to land managers/owners.

  - Lead and team roles in developing Climbing Management Plans (e.g., Memorandums of Understanding [MOU], Fixed Anchor Review Criteria, Application processes, etc.

Organization: Have been a member of various climbing advocacy organizations, including:

* Wichita Mountains Climbing Coalition (first joined 1996)

* Access Fund (first joined 1996) Texas Mountaineers (first joined 1998)

* Central Texas Mountaineers (first joined 2006)

Candidate: Gail McClanahan

Austin, TX

Organization Representing: Central Texas Mountaineers

I am running for re-election to the Central Texas Climbing Committee because I want to continue working on the master planning of climbing at Enchanted Rock. Since 1990 I have had the privilege of serving on this committee as an officer to help Enchanted Rock evolve through the years. The MOU that CTCC maintains with Texas Parks and Wildlife has become a model for landowners and climbers. I think Enchanted Rock has grown through different periods of change in climbing styles and interests. I want to continue to work with this committee to keep the perspective of the past, address the present needs, and create long range planning models for climbing in the park. Enchanted Rock is a timeless treasure of the old and new. The park has always been an important training ground for Central Texas climbers to prepare for mountaineering trips. It has also maintained a continuous monthly trail project started in the early 1990’s which the CTCC supports. With over a 20-year commitment to Enchanted Rock climbing, I hope to continue to serve on the CTCC.

Candidate: Sean O’Grady

Austin, TX

Organization Representing: Central Texas Mountaineers

My first experience with the CTCC was with my bolting of "Solo". The first bolt went in crooked. I realized that had it not been for the CTCC, any yahoo could bolt a line in the park and create unsafe, badly bolted routes. Thanks to the mentoring of a CTCC member, the route was finished and bolted properly. That same member assisted me on my second bolting at Enchanted Rock, a flawless installment.

It is my pleasure to work with a group of folks who care about our climbing resources in Central Texas. Thank you for nominating me.
Candidate: Ryan Ray

Region Representing: North Texas, Dallas-Ft. Worth Metroplex

Organization Representing: Texas Mountaineers

Ryan has been climbing for more than 17 years. He was first introduced to the sport by his father Don Ray when he was just a young boy. He grew up with multiple weekend climbing outings to Enchanted Rock State Natural Area in Texas and the Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge in Oklahoma. After graduating high school he began to realize his love for climbing. He began to push himself harder and made it a goal to travel to many different climbing areas. He has climbed throughout Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Colorado, Utah, California, Arkansas, and Alaska.

Ryan is quickly becoming an all around accomplished climber. He enjoys the many different forms of climbing, such as: Rock, Ice, Big Wall, Aid, Rescue, and more recently is moving into Alpine Climbing and Mountaineering. Ryan credits his biggest accomplishments in climbing to his 3 day ascent of The Prow of Washington’s Column in Yosemite National Park in May of 2002, and his 29 hour ascent of the Regular Northwest Face of Half Dome in Yosemite National Park in July of 2004. He has participated in several different wilderness rescues and enjoys teaching others to climb safely in order to prevent future accidents.

In January of 2004 Ryan accepted the responsibility as the Oklahoma/North Texas Co-Regional Coordinator for the Access Fund as well as becoming a board member for the Wichita Mountains Climbers Coalition. It is a goal of his to help preserve the american climbing tradition as well as protect our climbing areas and resourses from human impact and destruction.

Ryan not only loves to climb, but he loves being in the mountains and the outdoors. He also actively pursues backpacking, snow boarding, scuba diving, and wake boarding. Ryan’s goal in life is to not only see the world’s natural wonders, but to experience and understand them.

Candidate: Bryan Thome

Houston, Texas

Organization Representing: Texas Mountain Raiders

I have been climbing since 1995 and have developed experience in alpine, ice and rock climbing with Enchanted Rock cornerstoning my local climbing passion. I have been active in helping to organize Houston area climbers to the Texas climbers cause within the Houston TMR for eight years and have been the president for the last four. I have served on the CTCC for the last two years and am motivated to serve again to help strengthen the manner in which community issues are resolved, to improve climbers relations within Enchanted Rock and to build upon the CTCC successes.

Candidate: Barry Wilson

Austin, TX

Organization Representing: Central Texas Mountaineers

I have climbed at ERSNA for 20+ years and supervised various conservation projects at the park, including the composting toilet in Echo Canyon, Echo Canyon trail, Motorboat trail, Blue trail on backside, Frontside trail project and through these have developed excellent working relationship with climbing community and park staff. I have worked to maintain climbers access to ERSNA and other climbing areas in Texas.  Am mainly interested in the more traditional aspect of climbing, but have been known to gratefully clip my share of bolts. Currently serving on CTCC and Friends of Enchanted Rock.
